Social Research 
Topic Selection

· Select a general Topic (Divorce in America, Child Abuse, or Rape)
· What is your specific interest in this topic? List these.
· Sociologists usually ask the question “WHY” something happens or “WHY” is it that way.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ask the question: Why (who, what when where and why) does (your topic) happen?
· Ask the question: What specific aspect of my general topic interest me?
· Ask the questions: “Who, what, when, where and why?”
· Next, you will develop a relationship between two concepts (A-B).  (Is there a relationship between stress and child abuse; (between university social life and married university  students; suggestive clothes women wear and rape; alcohol use and divorce)
· Concept A___________________________
· Concept B___________________________
· Once you have the relationship, you will determine a direction.  “As stress increases men are more likely to beat their children.”
· A increases – B increases
· A increases – B decreases
· A decreases – B increases
· A decreases – B decreases
· The research hypothesis is the relationship between VARIABLES.  
· What Variables will we use to represent “A”?
· Variable A1______________
· Variable A2______________
· What Variables will we use to represent “B”?
· Variable B1______________
· Variable B2______________
· The NULL Hypothesis is there is NO relationship between A and B.
